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NOTES AND ABSTRACTS 

Die Bekampfung der Kindersterblichkeit vom Rassenstandpunkte. — In the 

ampaign against infant mortality it is essential to evaluate the effect of the causes 
that limit propagation. Economic considerations among all civilized peoples have 
tended to raise the age of marriage, have favored temporary and permanent celibacy, 
and have limited the number of children in marriage. Among the classes, limitation 
of child labor, decrease in infant mortality with improved medical, hygienic, and liv- 
ing conditions, as well as increase in the cost of confinement and the expense of raising 
and educating the child, are all factors in diminishing the birth-rate. Full exercise 
by the mother of her maternal functions and general hygiene in its widest sense are the 
two chief means for decreasing infant mortality. Consequently, the woman of the 
upper classes must assume the duties of motherhood, and the working-woman must 
receive full compensation for loss of work before and after confinement. — Dr. Grasl, 
Archiv fiir Rassen- u. Gesellsckqfts-Biologie, May, iqio. E. W. B. 

Innere Kolonisation und Landarbeiteransiedlung. — In the settlement of a 
country there is a constant tendency to overemphasize one line of industry at the 
expense of another. Likewise there is unequal division of land. Both conditions 
are harmful to a population. They tend to create a floating population. First, there 
inevitably comes the demard by society for the products of the neglected industry, 
and society is forced to look elsewhere in order to secure them. Second, where a 
community consists of an aggregate of large farms, the development of towns is hin- 
dered, and there is a lack of intensification in agriculture. If the farms are too small 
the tillers of the soil use their excess time in outside labor. The idea is to have the 
farms just large enough to demand all the time of the farmer, which is the basis of a 
solid community. This will stop the flow of population to the cities. — Otti Gerlach, 
Jahrbuch fiir Gesetzgebung, Verwaltung und Volkswirtsckaft, May, 19 10 (2. Heft). 

E. E. W. 

Bericht fiber die 2oste Jahresversammlung des deutschen Vereins fur 
Armens-Pflege und Wohltatigkeit. — There should be more definite laws for 
handling that class of men who are willingly out of employment. They should be 
forced to work by establishing an institution for work to which they would be sent 
by compulsion. This applies especially to those who have wives, and children under 
sixteen years of age. To Helen Simon is due the idea that the school supplant the 
charity institutions in this respect; that where a child is found who is not receiving 
food of sufficient nourishment in its home the school supply this need. — Emil Miinster- 
berg, Jahrbuch fiir Gesetzgebung, u.s.w., Zweites Heft, 1910. E. E. W. 

Reichsarbeitsnachweis und Arbeitslosenversicherung in England. — The 

greatest social problem England has had to face is that of her unemployed. England 
has had a great army of strong men who have unwillingly been idle. Extensive 
investigations have been made for the purpose of discovering the cause of this evil, 
which resulted in the belief that the workmen have not been sufficiently educated so 
as to be able to manipulate the machinery developed by invention. The idea at 
present is to classify the different kinds of workmen, i.e., the regularly employed, those 
having seasonal occupations, and those who are wilfully idle. This method presents 
hopeful possibilities. In this way there can be definite insurance rendered where it is 
proper that it should be applied. — Georg Huth, Jahrbuch fiir Gesetzgebung, u.s.w., 
Zweites Heft, 1910. "" ' E. E. W. 

La valeur sociologique de la notion de la loi. — It has been the tendency 
to individualize the different laws of society, i.e., the moral, scientific, and economic, 
and the others. It is the purpose of this paper to show the fallacy of this idea and 
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to establish the fact that all these laws stand as a great interdependency: that there 
is no absolutism, nor finality, to the scientific, the moral, or any of the other laws, but 
that all of these are in a constantly progressive stage. The service of the sociological 
law is to relate these laws. — Brugeiller, Revue philosophique, June, 19 10. 

E. E. W. 

Soziale Energetik und positive Politik. — Society has not adjusted itself to 
the new conditions which have been created by invention and new environmental 
relations. Machinery has thrown onto society a great body of workmen who are 
unwillingly idle, and has made little provision for them. Again, the world is getting 
so closely interwoven that nations must find common interests. Free trade must exist 
everywhere; the opposite of which is at present recognized as one of the greatest trusts 
in existence. The inheritance tax should be the only tax in society. There should 
be a complete disarmament of the nations, and our monetary system, which is now a 
very poor one, should be revised. Thus our social energies will be most efficiently 
conserved. — Ernest Solvay, Annalen der Naturphilosophie, Neunter Band, zweites 
Heft (1010). E. E. W. 

Zur Lebenshaltung der minderbemittelten Klassen. — The two most impor- 
tant recent investigations of the standard of living among the lower middle class are 
that of the Imperial Statistical Office in Berlin and that of Dr. Chapin in New York. 
Both investigations show that the great mass of workmen hardly live within their 
income, that the average income scarcely suffices for the physical needs of the family, 
but also that a low income is not in itself so much the cause of the impossibility of 
satisfying the necessities of life as is the disproportionate expenditure for tobacco and 
alcohol. Both reports agree also that the relative outlay for housing falls with rising 
income, but the American inquiry shows that the proportionate expenditure for food 
remains constant with increasing income, while the German report exhibits a fall. — 
Elisabeth Altmann-Gottheimer, Zeitschrift filr das Armenwesen, February, 1910. 

E. W. B. 

Die Mutterschaftsversicherung vom Standpunkt der Versicherungswissen- 
schaft. — Collective maternal insurance is needed for the great mass of married 
and single working-women and for the self-supporting women of the middle class 
who are affected by the economic consequences of motherhood. The adverse indus- 
trial effects are partially shown by the large number of still, premature, and light- 
weight births by those mothers who work up to the time of confinement and by the 
transmission to the child through the mother of diseases acquired in unhygienic 
occupations. Germany and Austria-Hungary enforce from four to eight weeks' 
rest after confinement and provide for maternity benefits from the compulsory sick- 
ness fund. Although the other European nations have only voluntary illness insurance 
France has an admirable maternity association. The organization of women and the 
interest and assistance of women of the higher classes are required for the further 
development of social motherhood insurance within the field of compulsory sickness 
insurance. — Dr. R. Marschner, Zeitschrift fiir die gesamte Versicherungs-Wissenschaft, 
April, 1910. E. W. B. 

Recent Progress in European Countries in Workmen's Compensation. — 

European experience with workmen's compensation emphasizes the need of constant 
revision of scope and method. Progress has been made in European countries in 
increasing the occupations protected; in general administration, by giving employers 
and workmen large powers; in financial management, by developing types ranging 
from state insurance in Norway to mutual associations in Germany and private insur- 
ance in England; in guaranteeing payments by means of deposits, funds, preferred 
claims, etc.; in increase of information regarding accidents and their prevention; in 
medical treatment; and finally in the movement to place occupational diseases in the 
insured list. — Henry J. Harris, Annals of the American Academy, July, ion. 

A. H. W. 

Naturgesetze und soziale Gesetze. — The concept "law" is the strategic 
point in the conflict concerning the limits and the content of the sciences. Natural 
laws present phenomena which are more or less regular in occurrence and general in 
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operation, and serve as explanatory descriptions of natural processes by means of 
abstraction and isolation. They are thus principles for guidance of future experience. 
Likewise all human activity proceeds upon the supposition of the regularity and stabil- 
ity of societary occurrences, and the social laws which are based upon these occurrences 
are general hypothetical judgments concerning the correlation of the elements of social 
phenomena. These elements are psychological, biological, technological, etc., and 
all of them must be taken into consideration in determining social conduct. It may 
be doubted, however, whether we can govern social life through social laws in the 
manner and to the extent that the natural sciences dominate by means of the laws of 
nature. — Franz Eulenburg, Archiv filr Sozialwissenschaft und Sozial-Politih, Nov., 
iqio, May, 1911. J. V. S. 

Present Status of Workmen's Compensation. — The total number of indus- 
trial accidents in America is probably 2,000,000 annually, of which 35,000 result in 
death. Montana now has co-operative insurance for miners, and mine laborers; 
Congress has made provision for the Philippines and for certain employments; the 
common-law rules have been somewhat modified; New Jersey has recently enacted 
an advance law, but New York's law was declared unconstitutional. Constitutional 
difficulties have frequently hampered intended relief; the difficulties lie in throwing 
the risks upon the industry, and then in insuring the risk. The National Civic Federa- 
tion drafted a model bill, and the American Federation of Labor has proposed four 
bills for national enactment; the latest conference of national and state commissions 
recommends that compensation should be inclusive both as regards employments and 
accidents. — Walter G. Smith, Annals of the American Academy, July, ion. 

A. H. W. 

L'idee de progr§s. — "Progress" is not a proper scientific concept (1) because 
it requires a standard of good and evil in order to determine progress; but good and 
evil are concepts relative to the individual who uses them; there is profound disagree- 
ment in regard to the standards both at the time of events and subsequently to them; 
(2) because it is subjective; "evolution" is the objective term. Various objective 
criteria of progress have been proposed by Cornejo, Guyot, Grimanelli, Comte, and 
others; these criteria contain some truth and the effort to find such criteria is praise- 
worthy because it shows a human point of view; but it has not resulted in universal 
standards. — Rene 1 Worms, Revue Internationale de sociologie, March, 1911. 

E. H. S. 

A Proposed Uniform Marriage Law. — The Conference of Commissioners 
of Uniform State Laws has been considering uniform marriage laws since 1907; the 
latest draft of a uniform marriage law contains the following essential points: (1) It 
is wise to confine this bill to the regulation of the form of the marriage contract. (2) 
There should be no compromise on the abrogation of the common-law marriage; the 
majority of civilized countries throughout the world have abandoned marriages by 
mere consent; compromise would be retrogression, and it would be preferable to avoid 
the subject entirely in case of impossibility of agreement on abrogation. (3) Increas- 
ing strictness in requiring a license for a valid marriage is justified because in this way 
alone is there adequate recognition of the civil character of the marriage contract, and 
because such a requirement is already in accord with popular custom. (4) A five 
day's interval between the application for the license and its issue is desirable. (5) 
Though the detailed provisions concerning licenses and their issue are of great impor- 
tance from a practical point of view, no marriage should be invalidated by error in the 
license. (6) Each state can determine who the officiating party shall be; the declara- 
tion of the parties constitutes the efficient act. (7) There is a careful enumeration of 
the irregularities which do not vitiate the marriage. (8) One of the main objects and 
chief benefits of a uniform law is to secure uniformity in the reports in order to secure 
publicity and authentic Rroof; this is also desirable for a reliable system of vital 
statistics. — Ernst Freund, Harvard Law Review, May, 1911. E. H. S. 

Science and Social Progress. — Sciences may be divided into those pertain- 
ing to the environment, to individual life, and to social life. All of these sciences are 
closely related. Physical science has increased man's power over nature and has 



424 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF SOCIOLOGY 

opposed superstition; biological science has decreased mortality, increased and 
improved the food supply and other forms of wealth; the social sciences supplement 
the other sciences by correcting certain evils, by improving social conditions, and by 
increasing human efficiency. Collectively the three groups of sciences will meet all 
the present needs of men. — Dr. Frederick A. Bushee, Popular Science Monthly, 
September, ion. A. H. W. 

The Philosophy of Responsibility. — The ordinary man's conception of 
responsibility involves the idea of potential answering for all his acts, with full 
accountability, and implying punishment, which is held as good in itself. Guilt, for 
him, supposes selfsameness, a voluntary act, intelligence, and capacity of knowing 
the moral qualities of acts. The conception covers omission as well as commission. 
The philosophical theory of free will is opposed to the ordinary notion of responsibility 
in that it resolves itself into chance and does not embrace self-consistency of char- 
acter. The doctrine of necessity fails to interpret the popular belief because it ignores 
the rational self in the form of will and in the abiding personality. It also considers 
punishment as a means, not as an end. In view of the divergencies between the 
philosophies and common ideas of morality, we may accept either the one or the other, 
or better, accept a philosophy which rationalizes the popular beliefs. — F. H. Bradley, 
quoted in Journal of Criminal Law and Criminology, July, ion. A. H. W. 

Tenancy in the North Central States. — Tenancy in the North Central section 
is not so extensive as in the South and more extensive than in the East and the far 
West; in general the higher the value of the land the greater the percentage of tenancy; 
in the North Central states there is a wide range of tenancy due to the variations in 
topography, soil, time of cultivation, etc. Again, there is a relation between the 
character of the farming and tenancy. Tenants show a tendency to grain-growing and 
a tendency not to raise stock. The tenant generally has poorer buildings. The 
primary causes of tenancy are land exploitation, which is partly due to a scarcity of 
labor, growth of population, and speculation. Diversified and intensive agriculture 
tends to maintain ownership. — Benjamin H. Hibbard, Quarterly Journal of Economics, 
August, 1911. A. H. W. 

Feeble-Mindedness and Juvenile Crime. — A study of specific cases of moral 
delinquency will show inherent incapacity to form moral ideas; reports show a con- 
siderable percentage of mental deficiency among prisoners. The prison discipline has 
no deterrent effect on them, and proper treatment is impossible. Steps should be 
taken to determine feeble-mindedness and to provide scientific places of detention. 
Every imbecile is a potential criminal, but correct and early training and care can pro- 
tect both the individual and society. — George A. Auden, Journal of Criminal Law and 
Criminology, July, 1911. A. H. W. 

The Laws of Environmental Influence. — A man's environment is determined 
not by his geographical habitat, but by his income; the various income levels of 
society create as marked differences in men as differences in latitude do in animals. 
Surplus and deficit are equally dangerous. Moral, vicious, and criminal traits vary 
with objective conditions and are marks of bodily states that depend on the surplus 
and deficit of society. There is no unit character in the germ cell corresponding to 
the social traits. The submen must be eliminated by the objective agencies that will 
evoke the normal in men. — Simon N. Patten, Popular Science Monthly, October, 1911. 

E. H. S. 

The Race Fiber of the Chinese. — The Chinese have acquired, in the course 
of a long and severe elimination of the less fit, great recuperative power, resistance to 
infection, and tolerance of unwholesome conditions of living. This gives them a 
decided advantage over the occidentals both in warfare and industry. — E. A. Ross, 
Popular Science Monthly, October, 1911. E. H. S. 

Difference nei costumi dei popoli e loro resistenza ad un rapido mutamento. 
— The old national customs and morality of Russia, India, China, and Japan have not 
been fundamentally modified by contact with Europe. Changes in popular customs 
are slow, and even when gradual, are resisted by the people. This is due to the fact 
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that a social organism is developed by the instincts, suggestion, imitation, education, 
and sociability; this organism secures adaptation, becomes automatic and stable; 
psychic inertia makes it difficult for the isolated individual to change, but even more 
difficult for the group to change, because of the multiplication of resistances. — G. 
Sergi, Rivista itattana di sociologia, January-February, 191 1. E. H. S. 

Aerztliches zur Eheform. — We have made very little application of our 
knowledge to practical life, particularly to marriage; we speak much of sexual hygiene, 
but accomplish little regarding it. The fitness, happiness, and well-being of the 
rising generation must be effected by public control of the marriage contract, by 
compulsory medical examination of the applicants, as is already required to some 
extent in England and America, and by a strict prohibition of marriage of the unfit. 
Such regulation will prove advantageous, notwithstanding illegitimate intercourse. 
It must be preceded by many years of propaganda and education. — Dr. Hermann 
Pfeiffer, Archiv fiir Kriminal-Anthropologie und Kriminalistik, August, 1911. 

J. V. S. 

Soziologie und Rechtsphilosophie. — Sociology assumes to present a history 
of culture; but it cannot comprehend the whole of history, since the social organism 
is only one of several elements in the culture movement; therefore sociology must 
remain a representation of only one of the diverse factors of culture; its standpoint 
is thus empirical and positivistic. Law is, also, only one of the phenomena of culture, 
and the philosophy of law is the attempt to show the meaning of these phenomena. — 
Dr. Josef Kohler, Archiv fur Rechts- und Wirthschaftsphilosophie, July, 1911. 

J. V. S. 

Zur Psychologie der Verbrecherin. — The history of the race is full of struggles 
by women for independence and for the breaking-down of the superiority of man. 
When women enter criminal life, their criminal activities are an imitation of man's 
characteristics. This is true even in those offenses which are founded on sexual 
sensibility, for even the prostitute manifests but little of the womanly traits. — Dr. 
Alexander Jassny, Archiv fiir Kriminal-Anthropologie und Kriminalistik, July, 1911. 

J. V. S. 

Weibliche Kultur. — Culture consists in the synthesis of the subjective and 
objective phases of being. Our objective culture is mainly masculine. The modern 
feminist movement has been in the direction of subjective culture, has not been much 
concerned with the creation of new phases of objective culture, and has even tended 
to lower the standards of objective culture. The home is the place where the nature 
of woman finds its most complete expression both subjectively and objectively, and our 
whole masculine culture is founded on the co-operation and stimulation of woman 
manifested therein. If feminine culture leads to an objectification of woman's 
nature, then a new world of culture is made available; but it is questionable whether 
such creation by woman does result in the objectification of her nature. — Georg 
Simmel, Archiv fiir Sozialwissenschaft und Sozial-Politik, July, 191 1. J. V. S. 

Das Problem der Gleichheit der Rassen. — Persistent race differences appear 
in the formation of the eyes, larynx, muscles, and brain, and govern the whole organ- 
ism. The white race has uniformly been found to exceed the yellow and black races 
in stature, size, weight, number of convolutions of the brain, etc.; and to have organs 
farther removed from the animal type. These racial differences are due to race-crossiDg 
and variability and they remain constant in spite of race relationships. The common 
blood-relationship of thousands of years ago has left no impression on social life. — 
J. Kollman, Archiv fiir Rassen- und Gesellschafts-Biologie, May-June, 1911. 

J.V. S. 

Die wichtigsten biologischen Ursachen der heutigen Landflucht. — In the last 
decade the city population of Germany has increased by about eight millions, while 
the country population has actually decreased. Historically such a movement has 
always been the first symptom of the biological decline of the state. The city popula- 
tion is healthy and strong only so long as its source of supply is healthy. But with 
the increased communication between city and country the evils and diseases of the 
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city are made more accessible to the country population; tuberculosis, syphilis, and 
alcoholism tend to undermine the physical and mental constitution of the country 
people; weakened by these evils, they flock to the cities, where they are exposed to 
insanitary conditions. The problem thus becomes one of dealing more energetically 
with syphilis, tuberculosis, and alcoholism. — Dr. Albert Reibmayer, Arckivfiir Rassen- 
und Gesellschafls-Biologie, May-June, ion. J. V. S. 

Comment reconnoitre le progrSs. — There is no doubt of social progress, 
but it is not unqualified advance. Progress is measured by determining the nature of 
the good. This must take into consideration man's entire mental organization in 
relation to his environment. The social good is made up of the supplementary goods 
of many different individuals. As the sum of these goods increases, there is progress. 
Progress is due to psychic factors, which bring about an expansion of the social forces. 
— Arthur Bauer, Revue iniemaUonale de sociologie, July, 191 1. W. S. T. 

Organized Labor's Attitude toward Industrial Efficiency. — The probable 
effect of efficiency management on the labor union determines the attitude of labor 
unions toward it. It is generally viewed with suspicion or hostility because it is based 
on the principle of the bonus system, and therefore on the principle of individual bar- 
gaining. The union system cannot cope with such minute variations from the schedule 
as would be required. Their hostility to efficiency is the hostility to methods that take 
them at a disadvantage in their power of protecting themselves. — John R. Commons, 
American Economic Review, September, 1911. W. S. T. 

The Economic Significance of a Comprehensive System of Education. — 

There has been great human waste because of the lack of a comprehensive system of 
national education. Proper schools, such as trade and occupation schools, with domes- 
tic science and manual training, are most efficient factors in making the child economi- 
cally productive, in assimilating the immigrant, in emancipating the Negro, and in 
training the mountain whites. Education is a national function; national subsidies 
should be extended; this would not tend to centralize power, but would increase 
national wealth. — E. J. James, American Economic Review, April, 1911. W. S. T. 

The Race Mind of the Chinese. — The more cheaply gotten-up races respond 
more promptly to stimuli than the higher races. The slow response and the massive, 
unswerving type of the Chinese is the logical outcome of a system of ideas which gives 
them confidence in precedent. Let their minds be possessed by a philosophy that 
makes them doubt the past and have confidence in the future, and they will be as 
consistently progressive as the Germans of today. The ingenuity of the Chinese 
in the Malay states is evidence of this. Thirty-eight out of forty-three educators, 
missionaries, and diplomats who had an opportunity to "feel" of the Chinese mind 
say that they find the intellectual capacity of the yellow race equal to that of the white 
race. — Edward A. Ross, Independent, September 7, 1911. L. E. 

Halving the Tax-Rate on Buildings. — The taxes on all buildings should 
be cut in half; this would relieve congestion, encourage the building of better tene- 
ments, and more sanitary workshops and factories, and would eliminate the fearful 
mortality from tuberculosis. — S. Adolphus Knopf, M.D., Survey, September 23, 1911. 

L. E. 

Should Ministers Stick to Their Bible? — Ministers have been looked on 
as men who must not meddle in public affairs, but "stick to their Bible." The new 
idea of religion is that the preacher must take an active interest in public affairs — 
in justice, civic righteousness, arbitration, and peace. Since our churches are free from 
taxes, they should be used as polling-places. The ministers and the churches have 
already accomplished much along this line. — Rudolph I. Coffee, Survey, September 
30, 1911. L. E. 

Le mouvement de la population depuis 1800 en Europe dans ses rapports 
avec les crises economiques. — A survey of the population statistics of England, 
France, Germany, and Austria shows that the numerical changes in the population 
are correlated with economic crises; at every crisis there is an increase in the number 
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of deaths, and a decrease in the number of births and marriages. Thus the physical 
and economic conditions of the country determine the population. — Albin Huart, 
Revue fconomique internationale, August, 191 1. E. H. S. 

Das Verhaitnis von Soziologie und Rechtsphilosophie. — The legal philosophy 
has two distinct problems: to define law or determine its nature, and to evaluate 
laws or determine standards of laws. Sociology cannot define law directly, but it 
has furnished the social facts by means of which a precise definition of law was made 
possible. Though sociology cannot determine the standards of law, it can assist, 
because of its knowledge of causes in society, in making the application of given stand- 
ards of law to given conditions, and in showing how the legal standards must change 
with the other cultural phenomena. — Felix Soml6, Archivfur Rechts- und Wirthschafts- 
philosophie, July, 1911. E. H. S. 

Education and the Mores. — In all communities the principal social function 
of education has been the conservation of traditions. Education has been anything 
but the means of spreading enlightenment, because of the superstition and prejudice 
in the traditions. The mores of the time and place determine what traditions shall 
be conserved by education. In modern institutional and home education, also, the 
emphasis is placed on perpetuating tradition lore. The 95 per cent of our population 
that attend only the elementary schools do not come in contact with the notions and 
facts of scientific value and of real human interest which are found at the upper part 
of the educational system. — F. Stuart Chapin, Columbia Studies in History, Economics, 
and Public Law, XLIII (1911), 265. E. H. S. 

Die Bedeutung der Psychologie fiir die Rechtsforschung und die Vorbildung 
der Juristen. — In the application of the law, psychology is valuable in determining 
the motives of the legislators, of the administrator, and of the one affected by the law; 
it is necessary to determine the volition relative to the external acts; a standard of nor- 
mal motives must be formed, for which psychology is indispensable. Therefore psychol- 
ogy is a necessary part of the education of jurists. — J. K. J. Friedrich, Archiv fur 
Rechts- und Wirthschaftsphilosophie, July, 1911. E. H. S. 

Die Fabrikgesetzgebung in Russland. — Industrial legislation began in 
Russia about 1830, but has developed most significantly since 1880; it now includes 
child-labor laws, minimum-labor day, factory inspection, and industrial insurance. 
These laws were secured by the protests of the laboring classes against inhuman con- 
ditions. The last decade has seen not only a conflict of laborers and employers, but 
also the struggles of the laborers against the earlier labor legislation. — Dr. Peiach 
Meschewetski, Zeitschrift fur die gesamte Staalswissenschaft, No. 39, 1911. 

E. H. S. 

Le Pays des montagnes de Pistoie. — The inhabitants of the Pistoya moun- 
tains in northern Italy depend on the chestnut trees for their food supply; the division 
of labor, the industry, the position of women, and other phases of their social life are 
determined by the relation of the people to the chestnut trees. Because of their iso- 
lated position, they have not been greatly affected by outside conditions, there has been 
little immigration, they have retained their communal existence, and there is little 
criminality among them. — Pippo Rusconi, La science sociale, August, 1911. 

E. H. S. 

Die Frau in der Verwaltung und im Dienste der Gemeinde. — The efforts 
of women to co-operate in community activities have grown out of the changes in the 
economic and technical conditions of life of the last century. These efforts have taken 
two directions: the formation of charitable organizations and the development of the 
general women's movement. Before 1870 women were not admitted to official boards 
of poor relief, etc., nor to other city offices. Later legislation emphatically mentions 
women as suited to administer poor and orphan relief. Women have gradually come 
to perform an important work in connection with such other activities as the develop- 
ment of an advanced labor policy; the care and relief of the sick; and the administra- 
tion of justice in the city. Women school teachers are particularly active in social 
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service. The social education of women is now considered of the highest importance 
in the whole educational system. — Irma Wolff, Jahrbiicher filr Nationalokonomie und 
Statistik, July, 1911. R. F. C. 

Polizei und Prostitution. — So long as religious prostitution prevailed, it was 
a part of the social and state order. As soon as prostitution became a particular 
profession it was followed only by persons from whom as little regard for the civil code 
was to be expected as for the moral code. Prohibition of prostitution has never the 
strength to assure its being enforced. It is both the most immoral and the most 
inexpedient method of treatment. Isolation is of great worth as a preventive and is 
by far the surest means of guarding prostitution; the more complete the isolation, the 
more complete is the protection of public safety. Careful instruction, care of dis- 
charged prisoners, and a campaign against alcoholism — not only with workmen but 
also with academic and military youth — are of the utmost importance. — Kurt Wolzen- 
dorff, Zeitschrift fur die gesamte Staatswissenschaft, 1911. R. F. C. 

Food Preparation. — Mentality, morality, and sociality, intimately connected 
with vitality, ultimately are influenced by diet. In our social system woman is in- 
trusted with the preparation of the food and the ordering of the home. Her ignorance 
of her assigned specialty results in great misery and social waste, and the development 
of efficient personality is hindered. There is imperative need of educated home- 
makers, and the state should meet the need. Home-making can develop personality 
through offering stimulation to varied lines of study. The proper training would 
lessen divorce, eliminate other evils, and develop more efficient citizens. — Laura 
Clarke Rockwood, Popular Science Monthly, September, 191 1. A. H. W. 
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